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   _______________________   2008

Dear _______________________________________________________ MEP,
Association Agreement between the EU and Central America

I urge you to ensure that the Association Agreement currently being negotiated between the European Union and Central America does not worsen poverty, gender inequality and violations of women’s rights in the region.

Women in Central America are engaged in a struggle against an entrenched culture of machismo and frequent violations of their rights – ranging from endemic sexual and domestic violence often committed with impunity, to discrimination in the workplace. Women’s political representation is low and their sexual and reproductive rights are denied by the political influence of conservative religious groups; for example, in Nicaragua an estimated 130 women have so far died needlessly since the right to therapeutic abortion (when carrying the pregnancy to term endangers the mother’s life) was abolished in September 2007. For many poor women, the combination of domestic and care responsibilities in the home and community, and working long hours to support themselves and their families financially, has already reached a level that is harmful to their health.

In Association Agreement negotiations to date, the EU has been inflexible in pursuing a far-reaching free trade agreement in goods, investment and services, despite the evidence suggesting this will seriously undermine sustainable development in Central America. Such an agreement would be disastrous for Central American women.
· Women will shoulder most of the burden of compensating, with their time and money, for the deterioration in essential services resulting from privatization and reduced government budgets due to lost tariff income. This will be detrimental to women’s health and well-being and will jeopardize the education of girl children who are increasingly needed to help in the home.

· Many women will lose their livelihoods and women’s access to decent work will be reduced as the main sectors where they are employed are those that will suffer most: small businesses will not survive “free” competition with Europe’s big transnational corporations in an open market; privatization and reduced government budgets will lead to job cuts in the public sector. Women will be forced into the informal sector, worse working conditions and longer working days.

· Women’s political participation and activism to achieve respect for their rights will suffer as deepening poverty and increased responsibilities make day-to-day survival more difficult.

I do not accept that European big business should profit at the expense of poor women and men in Central America and I believe that an alternative approach to trade with Central America is needed.

I call on you to closely scrutinise and debate the Association Agreement negotiations in order to hold the European Commission to account. I urge you to call for a moratorium in the negotiations in order to:

· strengthen scrutiny of trade negotiations by the European Parliament;

· establish greater transparency and access to information;

· fully assess the impact of the proposed trade, investment and service liberalization, including the differential impact on women and men;

· engage in meaningful multi-stakeholder discussion to ensure that Europe’s trade and investment agreements promote – and in no instance undermine – economic justice, ecological sustainability, democratic accountability and the rights of women and girls.

You can contact me at: _____________________________________________________________________________
I look forward to receiving your reply.

Yours sincerely, 






CAWN is a not for profit company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales No. 3935720


[image: image1.jpg]