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TITLE ON TRADE IN GOODS

Section on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

Articles are numbered from 1 for ease of reading. Final numbering will be revised once the Section is integrated into the Agreement.
Article 1
Objective
1. The objective of this section is to facilitate trade between the Parties of commodities covered by the sanitary and phytosanitary legislation, while safeguarding public, animal and plant health by further implementing the principles of the WTO on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the WTO SPS Agreement).
2.
Based on the principle of regional harmonisation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures,  goods subject to SPS measures under this chapter originating in the Central America or in the EU entering their respective territory benefit from a regime of free circulation. Goods that are placed under such a regime of free circulation are no longer be subject to discriminatory control checks or measures having equivalent effect, and to sanitary imports formalities when crossing internal borders within each region.
3.
Furthermore, this Section aims to enhance cooperation between the Parties on animal welfare issues.

Article 2
Multilateral obligations
The Parties reaffirm their rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement and, in particular, the WTO SPS Agreement. These rights and obligations shall underline the activities of the Parties under this section 
Article 3
Scope
1. 
This Section shall apply to the following measures in so far as they affect trade between the Parties:

(a) Sanitary measures applied by either Party to animals and animal products (specific Appendix to be agreed by the Parties); and
(b) Phytosanitary measures applied by either Party to plants and plant products (specific Appendix to be agreed by the Parties).
2. 
Additionally, this Section shall apply to the development of animal welfare standards.
3. 
Without prejudice to paragraph 4, this Section shall initially not apply to the following matters (specific Appendix to be agreed by the Parties).
4. 
The Parties may modify the scope of this Section by means of a decision adopted [by the Institutional Body to be defined]
Article 4
Transparency and exchange of information
The Parties shall:
1.
Pursue transparency as regards sanitary and phytosanitary measures applicable to trade between the Parties;

2.
Enhance mutual understanding of each Party's sanitary and phytosanitary measures and their application;

3.
Exchange information on matters related to the developments and application of sanitary and phytosanitary measures that affect, or may affect, trade between the Parties with a view to minimizing negative trade effects;

4. 
Upon request of one of the Parties, communicate the requirements that apply for the import of specific products. Any subsequent amendments of these requirements shall be communicated without a further request.

Article 5
Import requirements and harmonization of legislation
1.
The Parties shall also ensure that sanitary and phytosanitary legislation, procedures and requirements as well as other administrative requirements at import applicable to goods subject to sanitary and phytosanitary measures originating in Central America or in the EU shall be harmonized at regional level.
2.
Sanitary checks referred to in article 9 on animals, animal products, plants and plant products and other goods falling within the scope of this Section from the exporting Party introduced for importation into the territory of the importing Party shall be carried out in accordance with the rules applicable in the Member State of first introduction. These checks are recognised by all the Member States of the importing Party as replacing their own import checks.
3.
The importing Party shall take measures to ensure that the commodities referred to in paragraph 2 and imported from the exporting Party shall not be checked again after importation at the internal borders between the Member States of the importing Party when moving within the importing Party’s territory from one Member State to another Member State.
4.
The provisions of this Article shall not prevent taking control measures at the place of destination or at any place during transport in case of suspicion that the sanitary and/or phytosanitary legislation has been infringed.
5.
Import requirements of one Party shall apply to the total territory of the other Party.
6.
Imports shall not be subject to specific import licenses.

7.
The list of establishments from which imports are authorized shall be approved in accordance with the provisions in Article 8.
(To be further developed)
Article 6
Determination of equivalence
The Parties will prepare a list of priorities for which the equivalence may be recognised.
(To be further developed)
Article 7
Recognition of the health status and regionalization
(To be developed)

Article 8
Trade facilitation
Certification procedures,

List of establishments,
Import checks and inspection fees,
Etc,
(To be further developed)
Article 9
Verification Inspections
(To be developed)

Article 10
Cooperation on animal welfare
(To be developed)

Article 11
Information exchange
(To establish contact points in both sides)

Article 12
Safeguard clause
(To be developed)

Article 13
[Institutional matters]
[NB – Text to be discussed and to be further developed at later stage in the context of the joint assessment of the institutional setup
1. The SPS Committee shall meet within the first year, after the entry into force of this Agreement, and on request of either Party thereafter, not exceeding however a frequency in principle of one meeting a year. If agreed by the Parties, a meeting of the Committee may be held by video or audio-conference. The Committee may also address issues out of session, by correspondence.
2. The Committee shall have the following functions:

(a) to monitor the implementation of this Agreement and consider any matter relating to this Agreement, and examine all matters which may arise in relation to its implementation;

(b) to review this Agreement and to make recommendations for modifications to this Agreement.
3. The Committee will adopt a working plan for the development of this Agreement.

4. The Committee shall adopt at its first meeting its working procedures.]
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