Invitation to Participate
To Oppose FTAs: Making People Matter
A Strategy Workshop on the FTAs

September 4-6, 2007 

Sydney, Australia 
Organized by the Asia Pacific Research Network (APRN) and AID/WATCH
Over the past decade activists opposed to ‘trade’ liberalization have tended to focus on the World Trade Organization (WTO) and its implications for social justice, poverty, the environment and national sovereignty. The threat posed by the rapid growth of second and third generation bilateral and regional free trade and investment agreements was often less well understood. That has now changed.

‘To Oppose FTAs: Making People Matter”, a strategy workshop on the FTAs aims to build a more sophisticated understanding of the forces that are continuing to drive that trend and reflect on the diverse experiences of resistance within the region as the basis for developing more coherent and effective national, sub-regional, regional and sectoral strategies.

Some of the key areas that the strategy workshop seeks to address include:

· the new and substantive content of FTAs and its impact on the ground;
· key issues of substance and strategy from the perspective of women, labor, peasants and fisherfolks, and other sectors; 
· linking analysis and strategies to hot issues such as water, food and GMOs, biodiversity, education, public services;
· issues surrounding the competitive bilateralism between the US and EU;
· understanding other forms of regional cooperation such as ASEAN and APEC, and the role of hegemons like Japan and India;
·  and many other key issues on strategy, organizing and mobilization. 
WORKSHOP VENUE
The FTA Strategy Workshop will be held at the Mechanics Institute (Sydney Mechanics School of Art) on Pitt Street, Sydney. 
EVENTS and ACTIVITIES

There will be plenary sessions and panel discussions on issues around FTAs. There will also be workshops/break-out groups especially on key issues of substance and strategy.

There will also be an open sharing session on activism against Free Trade where campaign materials and stories will be exchanged, along with a launch of the FoE exhibition on campaigning against the APEC. 
There may also be room for linking up other groups for a public action/activity during the APEC Leaders’ Meeting.
VISA REQUIREMENTS

With the exception of New Zealand citizens traveling on New Zealand passports, all foreign nationals must obtain a visa before travelling to Australia. (New Zealand citizens are issued with a visa on arrival in Australia.)

The Workshop organizers will provide official invitation letters to those who may require one. Kindly fill out the Registration Form and send it to the Secretariat <secretariat@aprnet.org> well ahead of time. 
TRAVEL & ACCOMODATIONS
Sydney enjoys a temperate climate with a mild winter, and has more than 340 sunny days a year. Average minimum temperatures in the winter months of June through to August is around 9 degrees Celsius (47-48 degrees Farenheit). The summer season is from December through to February.

The Kingsford Smith Airport is the main international and domestic airport. It is about 10 kilometres (6 miles) south-west of the Central Business District and Sydney Harbour. 

The Workshop organizers have arranged for participants to be booked at the Sydney Central on Wentworth at 75 Wentworth Ave Sydney NSW 2000 Australia, which is of walking distance to the workshop venue. Accommodations are on a twin sharing basis. Delegates who prefer to have single room accommodations are advised to communicate with the Secretariat for separate arrangements.
Participants are expected to cover the costs of their own travel and accommodations during the Workshop. 
REGISTRATION 

Participating organizations and individuals 

Please fill out the registration form and submit to secretariat@aprnet.org not later than July 30th. You will receive a confirmation of your registration via email. 

For more information, you may get in touch with secretariat@aprnet.org, telephone +632-9277060-62 loc. 202, fax +632-4251387 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME



	TUESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER



	8.30-9.00                                REGISTRATION

	9.00-9.15                                 WELCOME

                                               Indigenous welcome 

                                               Organizers' welcome 

	9:15 – 10:30                            SESSION 1: 

                                                WHAT LIES BEHIND THE APEC AGENDA
                                                 A. Regional FTA - Bonnie Setiawan, IGJ

                                                 B. Security  - Antonio Tujan Jr., APRN

                                                 C. Climate change and energy - Geoff Evans, MPI                                        

	10.30-11.00         Morning tea

	11:00 -12.30                            SESSION 2:

                                                 WHAT’S NEW ABOUT FTAs?
                                                 Investment/services -  Jane Kelsey, NZ/A

                                                 Agriculture/food systems/fisheries – Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity
                                                 IPRs and Industrials - Sanya Reid Smith, TWN Malaysia 

                                                 Security – Kinda Mohamadieh, ANND                         

	12.30- 1.30 pm    Lunch

	1:30 – 3:00                           SESSION 3: WORKSHOPS: ISSUES OF SUBSTANCE AND 

                                             STRATEGY FOR:           
                                              Labour: Alison Tate, ACTU 

                                              Women: Apheda?

                                              Agriculture/fish: Jagjit Plahe, Global Trade Watch

                                              Services: Global Trade Watch / Aftinet  

                                              Environment: Damien Lawson. Carbon Equity Group  

	3.00 – 3.30             Afternoon Tea

	3:30 – 4:30                           SESSION 4: EXPOSING  IMPERIAL AGENDAS
                                             US FTAs -  Sonny Africa, IBON

                                            Australia/NZ in the Pacific Nic Maclellan



	4:30 – 5:30                             SESSION 5: THE CORPORATE  STRATEGIES
                                               Reports from each country participant on corporate strategy and                 

                                               FTAs 

	6:00 – 8:30                            EVENING SESSION: ACTIVISM AGAINST FREE TRADE 

Open sharing session on activism against Free Trade - campaign materials, and stories, with a launch of the FoE exhibition on campaigning against the APEC. With informal dinner served at the conference venue. 


	WEDNESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER



	9:00- 10:30 am         SESSION 6: UNDERSTANDING CHINA’S AGENDA



	10.30-11.00              Morning Tea

	11:00- 12:30            SESSION 7: REGIONAL COOPERATION AND 

                                 HEGEMONS 

                                 Japan – Koshida Koyozaku,  PARC

                                 India - Sandeep Pendse

                                 ASEAN – Syamsul Hadi, IGJ

                                 APEC -  James Goodman, AIDWATCH



	12.30- 2:00               Lunch

	2:00 – 3:30             SESSION 8:  HANDLING HOT ISSUES, WORKSHOPS


                                 Food / GMOS -  John Hepburn, Greenpeace 

                                 Education -  Ted Murphy, NTEU 

                                 Biodiversity -   Damien Sullivan Foe 

                                 Water -  Phil Hirsch AMRC 


	3.30-4:00                     Afternoon Tea

	4:00 – 6:00                 SESSION 9: LESSONS FROM FTA STRUGGLES
                                   Australia -  Patricia Ranald, AFTINET  

                                   Korea  - Sohi Jeon, KGEU 
                                   Malaysia – Sanya Reid Smith, TWN
                                   Thailand – Ravadee / FTA Watch Thailand 



	THURSDAY 6 SEPTEMBER



	9:00 – 10:30              SESSION 10: STRATEGIC QUESTIONS AND  

                                   CHALLENGES 

(Panel reflecting on previous discussions and posing questions for strategies workshops)



	10.30-11                   Morning Tea

	

	11:00- 12:30              Continuation of Session 10

	

	12.30-2:00                 Lunch

	

	2:00 – 3:00              SESSION 11: REPORTS BACK FROM WORKSHOPS

	

	3.00- 3.30                           Afternoon Tea

	

	3:30 – 4:30             SESSION 12: WORKSHOPS: WHAT NEXT?

	                               (Eg. hot issues, sub-regional, research, communications and 

                                education)

	

	4:30 – 5:00              Closing


* some resource persons have yet to be confirmed
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