April 22, 2010

LIMITED

Title on REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
1. The Parties underline the importance of the region to region dimension and recognize the significance of regional economic integration in the context of this Agreement. They, accordingly, reaffirm their will to strengthen and deepen their respective regional economic integration processes, within the applicable frameworks.

2. The Parties recognize that regional economic integration in the areas of customs procedures, technical regulations and sanitary and phytosanitary measures are essential for the free circulation of goods within Central America and the European Union.
3. Accordingly, and taking into account the different level of development of their respective regional economic integration processes, the Parties agree on the following:
CUSTOMS PROCEDURES:

a. In the area of customs, no later than 2 years as from the entry into force of the Agreement, the customs authorities of the Signatory CA State of first entry shall grant a reimbursement of the duty paid when such goods are exported into another Signatory CA State. Such goods shall be subject to the customs duty in the Signatory CA State of import.

b. The Parties shall endeavor to put into place a mechanism that will ensure that goods originating in Central America or in the EU in accordance with Protocol XX on rules of origin, entering their respective territory and having been cleared at customs of import, may no longer be subject to customs duties or charges having an equivalent effect or to quantitative restrictions or measures having an equivalent effect.
c. The Parties agree that their respective customs legislation and procedures shall be based upon the use of a single administrative document or electronic equivalent in the European Union and in Central America, respectively, for the purposes of establishing customs declarations at import and export.  The CA Party commits to achieving this objective three years after the entry into force of the Agreement. 
d. The Parties shall also ensure that customs legislation,  procedures and customs related requirements at import applicable to goods originating in Central America or in the EU are harmonized at regional level.  The CA Party commits to achieving this at the latest five years after the entry into force of the Agreement. 
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE:

e. In the area of Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Procedures:

The Parties agree that the Member States of the European Union will ensure that products originating in Central America which have been legally placed on the market of one Member State can also be marketed in the other Member States, provided that the product provides an equivalent level of protection of the various legitimate interests involved (principle of mutual recognition).


In this respect, the Member States of the European Union will accept, provided that the product provides an equivalent level of protection of the various legitimate interests involved, that a product which has fulfilled the conformity assessment procedures required by one of the Member States of the European Union, can be placed on the market of the other Member States of the European Union, without having to undergo an additional conformity assessment procedure.

f. When harmonized regional import requirements exist; products originating in the European Union should have to comply with the regional requirements in order to be legally marketed in the Central American State of first import. In accordance with this Agreement, where a product is covered by harmonised legislation and a registration has to be carried out, the registration made in one of the Central American state should be accepted by all the other Central American states, once the internal procedures have been fulfilled. 

g. Further more, where registration is required, Central America will accept that products should be registered by group or family of products. 
h. Central America agrees to adopt, within five years of the entry into force of the Agreement, the regional technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures that are currently in preparation and listed 
in Annex XXX and to continue work towards the harmonisation of technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures, and to promote the development of regional standards. (NB – Annex XXX will contain a list of the proposals for regional legislation which is under discussion currently among CA countries)

i. For products not yet harmonized in Central America and not included in Annex XXX, the [ __ ] Committee will establish a work program to explore the possibility of including additional products in the future.

SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES: 
j. The aim of this section is to:

· Promote conditions to allow goods subjected to SPS measures to freely move in the CA and EU regions.

· Promote the harmonization and improvement of SPS requirements and procedures in CA and the EU, including to achieve for products imported from the EU into the CA Party the use of a single import certificate, a single list of establishments, a single sanitary import check and a single fee.

· Endeavor to ensure the mutual recognition of the verifications carried out by CA signatory states in any EU member State.

k. The EU shall ensure that from the date of entry into force of this Agreement animals, animal products, plants and plants products, lawfully put on the market can freely move within the territory of the EU without checks at the internal borders, provided that they meet the relevant sanitary and phytosanitary requirements.

l. The CA Party shall ensure that from the date of entry into force of this (Chapter) Agreement animals, animal products, plants and plants products shall benefit from regional transit facilitation in the territory of the CA Party in accordance with Resolution COMIECO 219 of 2007 and subsequent related instruments. For the purposes of this Title, in case of imports from the EU regional transit facilitation means that EU goods may enter through any CA border inspection post and may transit through the region from one CA Signatory State to another, complying with the sanitary and phytosanitary requirements of the country of final destination, where a sanitary or phytosanitary inspection may be conducted. 

m. Provided that they meet the relevant sanitary and phytosanitary requirements and in accordance with the existing mechanisms in the Central American regional integration process, the CA Party undertakes to grant animals, animal products, plants and plant products listed in Annex XX, the following treatment. When imported into the territory of the CA Party, the competent authorities will check the certificate issued by the competent authority of the EU Party, and may perform a sanitary or phytosanitary inspection. Once clearance is provided, a product included in Annex XX may only be subject to a random sanitary or phytosanitary inspection at the point of entry of the CA Signatory State of final destination.
For products listed in List 1 of Annex XX, the obligation above will apply no later than two years after the entry into force of this (Chapter) Agreement.

For products listed in List 2 of Annex XX, the obligation above will apply no later than five years after the entry into force of this (Chapter) Agreement.

n. Without prejudice of the rights and obligations of the Parties (the EU or the Republics of the CA Party) under the WTO Agreement and the sanitary and phytosanitary procedures and requirements established by each Party, an importing Party should not be required to grant a more favourable treatment to products imported from the exporting Party than the treatment given by the exporting Party in its intra-regional trade.

o. The Parties can modify Annex XX following recommendations by the SPS Sub-Committee to the Association Committee following the procedure established in Part I, Title II of the Agreement on the institutional framework.

p. The SPS Sub-Committee will closely monitor the implementation of this section.

IMPLEMENTATION:

4. The Parties recognize the importance of increased cooperation to achieve the objectives of this Title and to address this issue through the mechanisms foreseen in Part XX of this Agreement.

5. The Parties undertake to consult on issues related with this Title with the view to ensuring the effective implementation of the region to region dimension of this Agreement and the objectives of regional economic integration.  

6. The progress of Central America in the implementation of this Title shall be subject to regular progress reports and working programs by Central America covering customs procedures, technical barriers to trade and sanitary and phytosanitary procedures. The progress reports and working programs shall be presented in writing and shall set out all steps taken towards implementation of obligations and objectives set out in paragraph 3, literals a, c, d, f, g, h, l and, m, as well as the steps envisaged for the period prior to the next progress report. Progress reports and working programs shall be submitted every year until the commitments specified in this paragraph are effectively complied with.

7. The Parties will consider the inclusion of further areas to this chapter five years after the entry into force of the Agreement.

8. The commitments of regional integration assumed by CA under this Title are not subject to the Title on Dispute Settlement of this Agreement.

Annex XX

LIST 1

· Whey

· Heat treated dairy products

· Dairy based Ice creams

· Powder milk

-
Leche concentrada evaporada

· Gelatina

· Huevo de codorniz en conserva envasado para consumo

· Corcho

-
Genetic materials (Semen, embryos and ova)

LIST 2 

· Cheeses

· Mantequilla y pastas lácteas 

· Mezclas lácteas (bases para helados)

· Alimentos concentrados para mascotas

· Alimentos concentrados para peces

· Manzanas

· Heat treated/ powder egg products

· Heat-treated /smoked / cured pork meat products

Annex XXX - TBT

	LISTADO DE REGLAMENTOS TÉCNICOS CENTROAMERICANOS (RTCA)

EN PROCESO DE ARMONIZACIÓN



	1.  Alimentos y Bebidas

a. RTCA de Aditivos alimentarios para consumo humano.
b. RTCA de Buenas prácticas de higiene para alimentos no procesados.

c. RTCA de Etiquetado general para alimentos preenvasados.
d. RTCA de Etiquetado de bebidas alcohólicas fermentadas.

e. RTCA de Etiquetado de bebidas alcohólicas destiladas.

f. RTCA de Etiquetado nutricional.


	2. Medicamentos y productos afines

a. RTCA de Buenas prácticas de manufactura para medicamentos de uso humano, y su guía de verificación.
b. RTCA de Requisitos para el otorgamiento de registro sanitario de Medicamentos de uso humano.
c. RTCA de Productos Naturales:

· Verificación de la Calidad.

· Requisitos para el registro e inscripción de productos naturales.

· Buenas prácticas de manufactura para los laboratorios fabricantes de productos naturales.

· Etiquetado.

d. RTCA de Etiquetado de plaguicidas de uso doméstico y de uso industrial.

e. RTCA de Registro de plaguicidas de uso doméstico y de uso industrial.

f. RTCA de Estudios de estabilidad de medicamentos de uso humano.



	3. Medidas de Normalización:

a. RTCA de Etiquetado de textiles.
b. RTCA de Etiquetado de calzado.


	4. Insumos Agropecuarios:
a. RTCA de Registro de ingrediente activo grado técnico, plaguicidas sintéticos formulados.
b. RTCA para la prohibición y restricción de plaguicidas.
c. RTCA de Requisitos para el registro de fertilizantes y enmiendas de uso agrícola.
d. RTCA de Medicamentos veterinarios y productos Afines. Establecimientos que  los fabrican, comercializan, fraccionan o almacenan. Requisitos de registro sanitario y control.

e. RTCA  de Productos utilizados en alimentación animal y establecimientos que los fabrican, comercializan, fraccionan o almacenan. Requisitos de Registro Sanitario y control.

f. RTCA de Requisitos para la producción y comercialización de semillas certificadas de granos básicos y soya.




